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(ve Scheminer’s study is the first detailed look into the | 

“daring raid by. 59 U.S. Special Forces (Green Beret) | V/ we. 
soldiers against the Son Tay prison: camp-* 23. miles ' 

~ west.of Hanoi on the night of Nov. 21, 1970. The raid, 4 

t personally approved by President Richard Nixon: z) 


he 


/Proest Volkman 5 0 sli 
svsday National Correspondent: Be pee ae 
=A new study of the controversial attempt by UE,’ 
fmandos to ‘rescue American prisoners.. from a. 
eth Vietnamese POW ..camp in 1970 says the rail. 
ak place despite high-level intelligence reports that: 
re considered near-certain evidence :the , prisoners 
-d been, moved elsewherg 0. kv 2 Pe TE ee 
“In the end, the study ‘says, U.S, planners decided: 
fo ahead on ‘the chance that the prisoners had _b 
sved ‘back to the camp. Ji. 0 ee Seeing 
he-independent study, based in part on after-a 


ah reports and intelligence documents, also- reveals 


“Henry Kissinger, ‘then his national security: adviser, 
i ue 70 American POWs being held 


“wag designed to resc t 
at the camp,- one of six installations around: Hanoi 
‘where nearly 400 U.S. prisoners were being held..2 
‘Planning for the raid began in early 1970. after re-| 

ortg that the North Vietnamese were ‘torturing Amer- 

“ican prisoners. A smail group of American. prisoners 
sxeleased in 1962 had told U.S. officials all prisoners 

‘were tortured to force them te divulge military infor-| 
tatements condemning the bombing 


Ed table nae : reaction, “7 
Fi ' Ss : atne A bake ae 
ing. Fifty-five North Vietnamese so Son Tay, sele 


“ie ‘The prisoners had b 

ainp bécause.a secret U.S. clou 
4808 had drastically increased 
The-river near the cainp had risen so much that the: 
rth: Vietnamese feared the camp would be flooded’ 

znd moved the prisoners to a camp neat Hanois cys hen: digging a: 
<¢e@ The American raiders never. were told of the in 
elligence reports on movement of the prisoners. ©. 
“(Xe ‘Although’ the raid generally’ was considered, 
“hilure,’ U.S. officials consider it a success. The North’ 
ajetnamese subsequently moved all prisoners to a cen- 
Lial Iscation, a move that:strenglhencd U.S. POW. or- 
zanization. Further, raalireatment of American cap- 
Rives virtually ceased exalt evvtt haliqengt: hee 
“l @ Although Central Intelligence -Apency. officials - 
claimed in-1970 that they had not had anything to do. 
with the raid, they were in fact directly involved in” 
the planning; including the construction of a $60,000 - 
imodel of the prison camp.’ | - et Neti ee Oe 
” "The study. was prepared by Benjamin Schemmer, a; 
former Pentagon official who is editor of the Armed 


‘the ‘camp’ indicated - their: | 


ic aa 


... While- prepara 
Aiingpin, were under, way; there were several serious, 
foul-ups,:Schemmer says. One ‘was the covert cloud. 
ceding operation in Laos designed to render roads on. 
‘the Ho. Chi Minh Trail impassable. The raid planners 
ere not told of -the rainmaking operation... -.0y o£, 
:: More seriously, 24 hours before the raid, a senior.) 
«North Vietnamese official, in, contact with a neutral 
“diplomat in Hanoi, gave the man—who was providing 
= information to U.S. intelligence—a package of ciga- | 
“rettes before a flight home ‘The gift was unusual, . 
‘éince, the ‘diplomat did not smoke,, The package, | 
turned over 'to U.S. intelligence, contained a coded list * 

d ; Win tine GSE. < eC | tof POW ‘camps in North Vietnam, and the number of ©} 
Forces oe i raonthly A aomaer ae et se prisoners they held. The list was interpreted as a dip: | 
arid analyzes * en agon ok epee “The R y di: ‘Jomatic signal -designed..to alleviate American fears.. 
being published today. as,a DOO, ene eee - Ae over the fate of the prisoners. Son Tay was not listed; |. 
by Harper and Row. 0 Sree aca almost certain evidence, intelligence officials felt, that | 
° , “=the eamp had been evacuated. 5° 0 me 
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